
 

 

2008 Highlights 

Fifteen hundred people 

celebrated Mountain Park 

Academyôs (MPA) tenth 

year anniversary. 

Ninety-eight additional 

children received sponsors. 

Now these children will 

receive tuition to attend 

MPA and a uniform to 

wear. 

Two mission teams traveled 

to Githioroinii and worked 

on various projects. 

The first of eight childrenôs 

homes was dedicated. It is 

named Hutchôs House in 

memory of V.O. Hutchins, a 

longtime supporter of our 

mission. Seventeen or-

phaned children will soon 

be moving into the home. 

MPA hired a new headmas-

ter, Mr. Simon Kamau. Mr. 

Kamauôs educational back-

ground and many years of 

experience will help him 

provide positive leadership 

in the coming years. 

Two organizations were 

created to strengthen lines 

of communication between 

Githioroinii and the U.S. 

board. The Utunzi Board 

will oversee the manage-

ment and daily operations 

of MPA, and the new PTA 

will provide valuable input 

from parents and teachers.  
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Our Challenge for 2009:  Build a Primary School 

Currently, all of the 250 

four to eight-year-old 

students at MPA attend 

school in sheds which 

once housed saws and 

wood for a sawmill. Win-

dows without panes ex-

pose the children to rain, 

dust, and bugs as they sit 

at rough wooden benches 

and tables.  

During 2009, our main 

focus will be to build a 

new primary school build-

ing for these students 

similar to the existing 

upper school building. 

With a new school build-

ing, the young children 

can begin their education 

in a comfortable, spacious 

environment, attending to 

their teacher instead of the 

rain or dust. The total 

projected cost is $300,000 

and so far we have raised 

$57,000.  

The new building will 

contain eight classrooms, 

three offices, a computer 

room, a staff room, a 

store, and a tea room. 
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Felix Mungai, a newly spon-
sored child, will soon be 
moving into Hutchõs House. 
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Hugh Chapman with his 
dogs, Peanut and Pearl 

money to Abraham, an MPA 

student whom his family spon-

sors. But when his mom, Ash-

ley, told him she had read in the 

newsletter that the MPA stu-

dents needed new shoes, Hugh 

decided to use all of his money 

to buy shoes. He also thought it 

would be a good idea to let the 

other kids at his school know 

about the shoe drive. So he 

asked Ashley and his dad, Joe, 

to help him fix a flyer to take to 

his school, Holy Innocentsô 

Episcopal. Ashley and Joe 

emailed the flyer to their family 

and friends asking them to for-

ward the email to anyone else 

who might be interested. Right 

away, people responded that 

they would love to donate. 

Hugh knew that God was 

touching peopleôs hearts. Each 

day when Ashley picked him 

up from school, he would say, 

ñI wonder how much money 

God has provided today.ò In 

less than one month, more than 

$9,000 was donated from 

around the world, as far away 

as Singapore. 

warm blanket and sleep com-

fortably. 

Cindy Bickman coaches a girls 

Special Olympics unified gym-

nastics team at her Chattooga 

Gymnastics Center in Marietta. 

(The team includes both special 

needs and mainstream athletes.) 

She learned that the new chil-

drenôs home in Githioroinii 

needed supplies and money to 

operate. The team enjoys doing 

community service projects.  

So when she told her girls 

about the needs, they were 

ready to help. They raised over 

$1,000 for Hutchôs House and 

collected many large boxes and 

bags full of school supplies and 

toiletry items. Thanks to the 

contributions of the gymnastics 

team and other contributions, 

the orphansô dreams of having 

a new home will soon be a real-

ity. 

Hugh Chapman, a nine-year-

old in Sandy Springs, had saved 

$140 from past Christmas and 

birthday presents. He first 

thought that he would give the 

What do a former Delta flight 

attendant, a unified Special 

Olympics girls gymnastics 

team, and a 9-year-old boy 

have in common? They each 

saw a need in Githioroinii and 

decided to find a way to meet 

that need.  

Vicki Hitt , a former Delta 

flight attendant, visited Githior-

oinii on a mission trip in 2007. 

While she was distributing 

coats to the villagers, she won-

dered how they stayed warm at 

night. She knew Delta periodi-

cally discarded the blankets 

used on their planes, and she 

returned home from her trip 

determined to make use of 

those blankets. During 2008, 

Vicki collected over 5,000 

blankets, making sure each one 

was clean and folded. In De-

cember, Vickiôs blankets were 

shipped to Githioroinii. They 

will arrive in late February. 

Thanks to Vickiôs tireless ef-

forts, when the nights become 

chilly, each one of the villagers 

will be able to curl up under a 

David Maina 

Mary Kihiu 

Vicki Hitt at the Methodist 
Guest House in Nairobi 

child and a good student. 

 
Morvin is a nine-year-old child 

who lost his sponsorship and 

needs reassignment. He is in 

Grade 4. Morvin is an avid 

reader, and his teacher says that 

he is the best student in the 

class. He lives in a single parent 

homeðhis father is deceased. 

His mother has to work outside 

the home as a farm laborer, but 

she canôt always find work. 

 
A sponsorship of $20 a month 

provides a uniform, two meals a 

day, and continued enrollment 

at MPA. Your monthly contri-

bution will transform a childôs 

David is an eight-year-old child 

in Grade 2. He lives with his 

father and mother and two sis-

ters. Davidôs father is a teacher, 

and his mother stays at home to 

take care of the children. David 

loves to play soccer. According 

to his teacher, David is a good 

student.  

 
Mary is nine years old. She is in 

Grade 4. She lives with her fa-

ther and mother and has one 

brother and one sister. Maryôs 

father works as a driver and her 

mother takes care of the chil-

dren at home. Maryôs favorite 

activity is knitting. Her teachers 

say that she is a well-behaved 

life giving him clothing, food, 

and instruction; and just as im-

portant, hope for the future. If 

you would like to sponsor 

David, Mary, Morvin, or an-

other child, please visit our web 

site or contact us by mail or 

email (see page 4).  

Morvin Onyaru  

The Chattooga Special Olym-
pics Girls Gymnastics Team 




