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Happy New Year!

appy New Year to
H you, our partners in

The Kenya Project.
We are grateful to you because
with your support, each new .
year since 1999 has been bette
than the one before for the chil-
dren at Mountain Park Acad-
emy. We have made significant
accomplishments each year.

Here is an amazing look back :

% 1998 A Kenyan woman
named Isabella Robi tried
unsuccessfully to starta e
school for 13 children in
the old saw mill buildings
on her property in
Githioroinii, Kenya.

e 1999 Mountain Park
United Methodist Church
in Stone Mountain, GA,
gave money to Mrs. Robi

and her husband to start a
new school named Moun-
tain Park Academy
(MPA).

2000 The Kenya Project
was established as an or-
ganization to maintain a
sponsorship program for
the MPA children and send
mission teams to Kenya.
The first mission team laid

_ Mountain Park Academy
the foundation for the new upper school for older chil-

school. dren

2001 Building began on a
concrete and steel school
building for the older chil-

much needed school sup-
dren

plies.
2002The second mission
team visited. They con-
ducted a Bible School for
the students and gave

2003 The Kenya Project
received independent
status of a noyprofit

(Continued on pag8)

2007 Marks Completion and Dedication of

Mount ai n

Park Academyods

More than 1500 students, com- can eat breakfast and lunch
munity members, local officials each day shielded from dust
and clergy attended the service and weather. Also, now for the

to dedicate the new dining hall first time, large community
groups have a place to meet.

in March. Chickfil -A donated
kitchen equipment which ar-
rived in May. Thanks to this
new facility,




The children receive medical
attention only once each
year, when the May mission
team visits.

We have already started
receiving donations to re-
place the old saw mill
buildings where the
younger children are
taught.
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Medical Clinic and New Lower School Among

Future Needs

¢ Medical Clinic Thereis a
serious need for a medical
clinic. Last May, the
teambébs medic
saw many children with
small parasites. One child
had a brain tumor. Eight
children needed immediate
dental treatments and three
children were sent to the
hospital in Nakuru.

¢ Lower School The stu-
dents who are 3 years old
through 2nd grade are still
housed in the modified
saw mill buildings. Con-
structing a new lower
schoolis a top priority.
$33,000 has been raised.
$145,000 is still needed to
make the lower school a
reality.

¢ Feeding Program The
students receive two meals
each day when school is in
session. Most are now
gaining weight and look-

ing much healthier. But
we still need to provide
more protein in their diets
and further improve the
feeding program which is
in place. Each child cur-
rently receives approxi-
mately 1/2 cup of milk
each week in the porridge
and is given one egg each
week. We hope to raise
money to provide more
milk and eggs for the chil-
dren and introduce them to
peanut butter sandwiches!
If we can purchase peanut
butter and bread for them,
we think they will love the
new taste and their bodies
will benefit from the extra
protein.

¢ Water Tower and Water
Tank Fresh water is now
flowing and we would like
to make it available to
more people in the com-
munity. A proposal has
been made to build a water

tower near MPA and a
water tank on property at
the Rovy Girls School,
approximately one mile
from MPA.

Trade School Only 22%

of girls and 26% of boys
continue in their education
after they graduate from
MPA. A proposal has been
submitted to conduct a
trade school
facility during the three
months each year when the
students are between
terms April, August, and
December. Classes would
be taught to young people
in computer training, lead-
ership, sewing, woodwork-
ing, welding, carpentry,
horticulture, and animal
husbandry.

Generous 2007 Contributions Made an Impact in

Kenya

The dinner held on November
10th for our supporters was a
memorable evening. Presenta-
tions were given by Gideon
Robi, Lynn Chastain, Taylor
Chastain, and Dee Ann Turner
to report on the progress The
Kenya Project has made since
its inception. Contributions
were given for the feeding pro-
gram, and for construction of
the | ower
home . Thanks to your gener-
ous contributions for Christmas

s ¢ h o hick-Al ;A ACobb Touhtyfahe

gifts, mattresses will soon be
delivered to 400 families.

350 children now have spon-
sors. You are providing good
food, clothing, education and
spiritual development, encom-
passing them with your love!

Organizations and groups who
have provided invaluable sup-
port include:

Dekalb County Retired Teach-
ers, Good Shepherd Presbyte-

rian Church, Mt. Pisgah UMC
and Mt. Pisgah School, Carroll-
ton Rotary Club, Carrollton
UMC, Berkmar UMC, Total
Grace Christian Center in De-
catur, Mountain Park UMC,
and His Grace International in
VA.

Thank you, thank you!!!
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organization. A mission
team visited, focusing on
obtaining documentation
for the newly created pro-
ject. $15,000 was raised
for debt retirement and
building materials.

2004 The new school was e

dedicated. The mission
team brought educational
materials and medical sup-
plies.

2005 Drilling began for a

sion team provided educa-
tional activities for the
children, conducted medi-
cal exams, and built
shelves for the school li-
brary. The library was
dedicated in honor of Rev.
Ferrell Drummond, a re-
tired Methodist minister.

2006 A guest house was
built to provide lodging for
mission teams. The Kenya
Project sent a shipping
container which included
clothing, books, tools,
medical supplies and lum-
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flowed and the well was
dedicated. Local commu-
nity members were hired
to grow vegetables nearby
and cook school lunches.
The team built a play-
ground for the school.

2007 Eggs and milk were
added to the
diet. A dining hall was
built. Construction was
begun on a
home. Over 650 students
are currently enrolled in
Mountain Park Academy.

MPA students enjoy two
nutritious meals each day

€ at school.

well to serve the school

and community. The mis- ber. Fresh water finally

Construction Begun on Childrent
The Kenya Project has pur-
chased six acres of land near
MPA with donated funds total-
ing $40,000. The land will ac- wife Monica are interested in
commodate eight homes and  becoming house parents for the
provide land to grow vegetablesfirst home.

for lunches at the school. Each
home will house eight to 12
children who have been or-
phaned due to AIDS and/or

tribal clashes. The first home

will likely be completed by late the funds to construct, furnish,
winter or early spring. Frances and staff the home.

Mutbhii, a local pastor, and his The Kenya Project is praying

for the partnership of individu-
als and organizations who
would like to help provide
$25,000 will be needed to build homes for orphans in the area.
each future home, plus an op-

erational reserve of $15,000.

No home will be built without

Construction has begun on
the first chil di

Gi deonds Update on the

As the people of Kenya experi- prayers and The Kenya Project grown and we are very thankful
ence a time of political unrest, leadership as we figure out howto God for the blessing of

we are thankful that Mountain to help. growth and the opportunity to
Park Academy and the sur- serve. We would like to encour-
rounding community are safe age you to continue to support
from the political storm. For the work and to join us when
many who have been displaced we travel to Kenya. We do

by rioting or fear, this area of- have a few projects that | would Medical Clinic

fers a place of solace. We an- like to mention here: Sponsorship Program
ticipate an influx of refugees,
some of whom have lost their
loved ones.

Our 8" grade students were
tested at the end of 2007. Out
of 38 students, 20 scored more
than 50% of the total re-
quired ,16 students were aver-
age, and only 2 did not do well.
We are very thankful to God
for their success.

The Lower School

The Children Homes
The Feeding Program
The Administration Work

As you pray, | would like for you
to consider giving towards any of
the above projects. God bless you
as you serve. Gideon Robi

e Our work here in the States has
Keep those families in your



