
 

 

O n February 29, a team of 

nine people from the 

Global Teacher Foundation 

(GTF) arrived at Mountain Park 

Academy (MPA) and immedi-

ately began to work on several 

projects. GTF is a non-profit 

organization that sends teams 

of volunteer educational train-

ers to schools around the world 

to improve the skills of the 

local teachers. 

After observing the teachers 

and their students at work in the 

classrooms and listening to the 

teachersô concerns and individ-

ual challenges, the team recom-

mended several teaching tech-

niques to the MPA teachers. 

Among their recommendations 

were improved collaboration 

among teachers, teacher men-

toring, and peer tutoring. The 

team also provided white 

boards for the students and 

introduced many new physical 

education games. One MPA 

teacher commented, ñI know 

[the] children will improve 

because of what we have 

learned.ò   

The efforts of the team were 

not limited to teacher training. 

The group also made several 

much-needed improvements in 

the school kitchen and set up a 

15-member sewing co-op to 

make handbags and other items 

to sell locally (see pages 3 and 

4). 

Global Teacher Foundation:   
Incredible Group, Incredible Work! 

Kenya Connection  

Hope Camp Teaches Rules for Holy Living 

A  mission team from Nor-

cross and Creekside 

United Methodist Churches 

traveled to Githioroinii in April 

to host ñHope Campò for 80 

teenagers in the community. 

The goal of Hope Camp was to 

communicate to these young 

people Godôs hope and His 

purpose for their livesðto love 

Him and love one another. The 

group sang, played games, and 

heard talks based on the rules 

for holy living in Colossians 3. 

The campers were divided into 

small groups to discuss how 

they could apply these princi-

ples to their lives. On the final 

day of Hope Camp, they went 

into the community to spread 

the message of hope and to 

deliver food and other items to 

the needy. Hope Camp team 

members thought it might be 

hard to get across the concept of 

giving to others since most peo-

ple in Kenya have so little. But 

based on the overwhelming 

response from the teachers and 

the community, the message 

was well-received. (After dis-

covering that 17 of the 80 

campers lacked sponsors, team 

members sponsored all 17!) 

Kenya Connection is the newsletter of Kenya Project, Inc., a non-
profit mission incorporated in the state of Georgia and funded by 

tax-deductible donations 
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been living in Githioroinii since 

March and plans to work there 

on behalf of Kenya Project, Inc. 

for one year.  

She says that she ñfeels a warm 

connection to MPA and the 

people in the village and has a 

vested interest in the continued 

maturation of Mountain Park 

Academy as a school of excel-

lence and in the strong growth 

of the Kenya Projectôs steward-

ship and opportunities to 

serve.ò  

Tiffany is hopeful that her 

ñyear of service will yield fruit-

ful partnerships with the staff 

and the Robi Family so that at a 

minimum, recordkeeping, com-

munication, and other basic 

systems can be mutually im-

proved.ò She has many exciting 

goals, projects, and ideas in the 

works. She hopes you will send 

your good vibes across the 

ocean and keep in touch! Tif-

fanyôs email address is: 

nichols.tiff@gmail.com 

Prior to the trip Tiffany thought 

she had her life all planned out: 

three years of graduate school, 

two years in corporate Amer-

ica, several years of law school, 

two years of law practice, and 

marriage . . . all in time to have 

had her children by age 32. 

However, her ten days in Githi-

oroinii shattered those dead-

lines as well as her lifelong 

hesitancy to ñengage children 

in any form or function.ò  

Tiffany says that ñwithin four 

days I was inviting muddy and 

wet children to handle my 

$4000 cameraðone of my 

most prized possessions. 

Within four days I was ponder-

ing a longer stay and calculat-

ing what little effort it would 

require to contribute greatly to 

the success of Mountain Park 

and the Kenya Projectðan 

ambitious goal that my Aunt 

Lynn and mother feared even 

before our fall departure.ò 

Tiffany has now gone from 

sponsor to mission team mem-

ber to onsite liaison. She has 

During the fall semester of her 

last year at Wake Forest Uni-

versity, Tiffany Nichols made 

her first commitment to sponsor 

a child. Unable to pick from the 

hundreds of unsponsored chil-

dren, she asked if Mama Robi 

could choose someone for her. 

Mama Robi selected Ann, a 

little girl who was the highest 

ranked among her class. As a 

self-proclaimed nerd, Tiffany 

thought, ñThatôs my girl!ò Af-

ter corresponding with Ann and 

her family, Tiffany soon de-

cided to also sponsor Annôs 

younger sister, Rachael.  

For years Tiffany had heard 

stories of mission trips from her 

aunt and cousin, Lynn and Tay-

lor Chastain, longtime Kenya 

Project supporters. She longed 

to go to Kenya to visit Ann, 

Rachael, and the other children 

she had heard so much about. 

Fortunately, Tiffany was able 

to arrange her job schedule so 

that she could travel to Githior-

oinii with the September-

October 2008 mission team.  

Elijah Wanjohi 

Valarie Kaai 

Tiffany with a woman in the 
village 

is an average pupil among his 

classmates. But she feels that 

Elijah has the ability to do very 

well with time, especially con-

sidering his love for reading. He 

is, however, a true boy at heart: 

he loves riding his bicycle and 

playing soccer. 

I met Valarie Kaai one day early 

in my tenure at Mountain Park 

Academy. As the day ap-

proached its close, a small body 

with a big voice approached me 

fearlessly and said, ñYou are 

being called.ò Valarie had taken 

on the role of messenger, re-

questing my ear for a student in 

secondary school. Five-year-old 

Valarie is currently a student in 

Elijah Wanjohi, age 7, is cur-

rently a student in Class 1 Blue 

at Mountain Park Academy. I 

was immediately and com-

pletely won over by his coy 

smiles and shy demeanor. Sit-

ting down with the school secre-

tary, Elijah shared his all-too-

common family story that ex-

pressed the depth and sincerity 

of his need of financial support 

and love. Upon the recent death 

of his father, Elijah and his 

mother were forced to live with 

his grandmother. Taking into 

consideration Elijahôs lack of 

sibling support and his motherôs 

unreliable work as a casual la-

borer, his teacher noted that he 

Class 1 Purple at Mountain 

Park. My impression of her 

exemplary and outgoing person-

ality is shared by her teacher, 

who noted that she is a very 

good student who excels in 

reading and is an active class 

participant. Valarie was recog-

nized on the closing day of 

school as earning the highest 

marks among all students in 

Class 1. Her mother is a teacher 

at the nearby Rovy Girls High 

School and her father works as 

an artist. Outside of the class-

room, Valarie is a singer and 

enjoys playing hide-and-seek 

games. 

By Tiffany Nichols  
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Thanks to Geneva Carroll, a 

member of the Global Teacher 

Foundation team (see p. 1), 15 

women in Githioroinii will no 

longer be digging in the dirt to 

earn a living. Geneva helped 

develop a 15-member sewing 

circle co-op. The goal of the 

co-op is to teach the possibili-

ties of micro-enterprise to 

women whose options had been 

mainly limited to working in 

the fields. Geneva taught the 

women the skills necessary to 

produce lined and unlined tote 

bags, decorative mats, and pins 

with unique embroidery and 

beading. They are now in their 

second month of operation and 

have branched out into creating 

sturdy leather-bound handbags, 

hats, and unique jewelry pieces. 

However, some of the craft 

supplies used by the group are 

not readily available in nearby 

Nakuru. The supplies most 

needed are small or medium 

seed beads, decorative wooden 

or glass beads, small shells, 

jewelry wire, and clasps. You 

may have many of these items 

in your closets or they could be 

purchased inexpensively at 

Hobby Lobby, JoAnn Fabrics, 

or Michaelôs Craft Supplies. 

If you are interested in sending 

any of these items with our 

next teams who will be travel-

ing at the end of May and in 

mid-June, please contact Liz 

Nichols at:  

kenyaproject@bellsouth.net.  

Also, please contact Liz if you 

would like to purchase one of 

the groupôs unique handcrafted 

items or if you are interested in 

helping to market their prod-

ucts in the States. See the pho-

tos of various items on page 4. 

Two women in the co-op work 
on tote bags 

Message from Gideon  

Hutchõs House Is Finally a Fully-Operating Home 

Genevaõs Wonderful Women Project 
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The orphans and their 
house-parents 

Phase 1 $5,000 (raised) 
Phase 2 $65,000   (raised) 
Phase 3 $100,000  
Phase 4 $50,000   
Phase 5 $130,000 

I hope you will be able to part-

ner with us on this project, 

which we would like to com-

plete before the end of the year. 

God bless and keep you. 

is going to do as we follow His 

lead. 

We continue to work toward 

our goal of starting construction 

on our primary school. I con-

tinue to appeal for funds for 

this project. So far we have 

raised money to complete the 

first two phases: 

Hello everyone, I hope you are 

enjoying our newsletter, read-

ing about what God is doing 

through this ministry. We have 

been able to share just a few 

things that the teams have done. 

We have two more teams going 

in the next two months, and we 

are so excited about what God 

The New Childrenõs Home 
with the Roof Completed 

Mattresses and blankets arrived 

for the beds in Hutchôs House 

early in March signaling that 

the children could finally move 

into their new home. Sheets 

were graciously donated by 

members of the Global Teacher 

Foundation (see p. 1) during 

their visit. By the beginning of 

April, 15 orphans had reported 

to the home. The children are 

elated! They have formed new 

friendships and the older girls 

have developed a keen affec-

tion for the younger children. 

The children are well-fed with 

a diverse menu of traditional 

Kenyan dishes. Several of the 

children were honored for their 

academic performance in the 

first term.  By Tiffany Nichols 

Gideon Robi, 
Executive Director 

Shoes, Shoes, and More Shoes! 

Over 500 pairs of shoes were 

purchased with donations from 

sponsors, friends and the in-

credible fundraising effort of 

Hugh Chapman. The shoes 

were handed out on March 10th 

to all MPA students as well as 

to all secondary school stu-

dents. It was a labor of love. 

Tiffany Nichols remarked, ñWe 

have never seen so many feet 

and pairs of shoes at one time.ò 

There are only two pairs of 

shoes left to be delivered to 

their rightful owners.   

The total bill for the shoes was 

$8246. The remaining $2264 in 

funds raised will be used to buy 

socks for all of the children. Samson is excited about his 
shoes (Samson needs a sponsor)  

mailto:kenyaproject@bellsouth.net

