
 

 

I  n September, a mission 

team made up of people in 

the medical and library fields 

went to Mountain Park Acad-

emy (MPA). The medical per-

sonnel saw 417 students and 

about 80 people from the com-

munity. After weighing all the 

students, the team was excited 

to find that those in grades 4-8 

had gained from 10 to 20 

pounds in one year thanks to 

the breakfasts and lunches they 

get each day through our feed-

ing program.  

Most of the younger students, 

however, were underweight. 

These students also had more 

upper respiratory problems 

than the older students. Their 

classrooms are in small, dark 

rooms in old sawmill buildings 

that are not conducive to good 

health. We are hoping to build 

a new primary school for these 

students soon. 

One of the younger children 

had mumps, and two children 

were sent home with chicken-

pox. Unlike most American 

children, MPA students have 

never been immunized. Provid-

ing immunizations for them 

will hopefully be a project for 

future medical teams. 

Older Students Gain 10 to 20 Pounds in One Year 

Kenya Connection  

Library Team Reorganizes Thousands of Books 

T he library team worked 

for two days on reorgani-

zation and then spent three days 

with the teachers and students. 

They met MPAôs librarian, 

Monica, and the computer 

teacher, Ann, almost as soon as 

they arrived in the library. 

Working together, they were 

able to move and organize sev-

eral thousand books into an 

arrangement that will be simple 

for the children and teachers to 

use. They placed the picture 

books and easy books on lower 

shelves where the younger chil-

dren can easily reach them. 

Then they arranged the books 

for older children according to 

the Dewey Decimal System. 

Once the reorganization was 

finished, the teachers brought 

their classes to the library for 

stories or book discussions. The 

team showed the students how 

to find the books they want to 

check out. The children were 

excited to learn that libraries all 

over the world are organized 

just like theirs!     
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Getting a Sponsor Would Be the Best Christmas Present Ever 

Meet the House Parents at Hutchõs House 

Kenya Connection Fourth Quarter, 2009 

Page 2 

choir, scripture reader and so 

on.  

Academic and religious instruc-

tion are very important to the 

Ojwangs. At the end of term, 

the whole family celebrates the 

children who improve their 

grades. If there are any children 

whose grades fall, Abuid and 

Bibian begin working to help 

them improve.  

According to Bibian, ñthe chil-

dren say that they are no longer 

orphans because God has 

blessed them with parents who 

are us.ò She added, ñWe all 

depend on God because He is 

the one who has given us the 

strength, wisdom, and love, and 

we all enjoy living in Hutchôs 

House. Amen.ò 

Women, and she serves as the 

PTA representative for Class 2 

at MPA.  

Abuid and Bibian have one 

daughter who lives at home and 

helps Bibian with washing and 

cooking for the children. One 

son is in secondary school, one 

is an ordained minister, and the 

other son is a teacher at MPA. 

Abuid and Bibian provide their 

foster children with a loving, 

structured home environment 

just as they did for all the chil-

dren who have been in their 

care through the years. The 

children have specific house 

rules and chores. One unique 

chore is related to dinnertime 

devotion. Each week each child 

takes on a different role: pastor, 

A biud and Bibian Ojwang 

moved to Githioroinii to 

escape violence in their former 

homeland. They soon became 

close friends of Mr. and Mrs. 

Robi. After Hutchôs House was 

built, the Robis knew that be-

cause of the Ojwangôs past 

experiences, they would be the 

perfect couple to serve as foster 

parents to the 15 orphaned chil-

dren. Abuid and Bibian each 

had lost a sister and the sisterôs 

husband to AIDS. As a result, 

10 nieces and nephews were 

left in their care. Three still live 

at home.  

Abuid teaches at a nearby sec-

ondary school and tutors many 

of the older students in the vil-

lage after school each day. 

Bibian is the treasurer for the 

group, Genevaôs Wonderful 

Millicent Mwai 

Joseph Thuo 

Abuid and Bibian Ojwang 

she is always trying to improve 

her academic performance.  

Eleven-year-old Joseph Thuo is 

in Grade 4. He has one sister 

and one brother. His father is a 

shopkeeper and his mother is a 

homemaker. Like most of the 

other children in the village, he 

enjoys playing soccer and other 

ball games. According to Jo-

T hirteen-year-old Millicent 

Mwai is in Grade 8. Milli-

cent graduates from MPA this 

December. She hopes to get a 

sponsor who will continue to 

support her in secondary school. 

Millicent has two sisters and 

three brothers. Both parents are 

peasant farmers. Millicent loves 

to sing, read, and ride bikes. A 

good pupil and a hard worker, 

seph's teacher, he is an excellent 

student and a strong academic 

performer.  

These two children have so 

much potential. Your sponsor-

ship can provide a strong educa-

tional foundation that will help 

them become productive citi-

zens in the future.  

their current dilapidated class-

rooms, they both wanted to help 

build a clean, healthy new build-

ing for these children. Lillian 

said, ñIt is important to do what-

ever we can to support them in 

their education because they are 

the future.ò Thank you, Lillian 

L  illian Kimmell, who works 

as a housekeeper at Wood-

ward Academy in College Park, 

and her sister, Elizabeth Hodge, 

have made a very gracious do-

nation toward the primary 

school fund. After they saw pic-

tures of the younger students in 

and Elizabeth, for your caring 

hearts. We hope the younger 

children will one day soon be 

learning in new, modern class-

rooms because of your support 

and the support of others who 

continue to give so generously. 

Two Sisters Help Bring the New Primary School Closer to Reality 

Lillian Kimmel (left) and Eliza-
beth Hodge 



 

 

T he United Methodist 

Women (UMW) at 

Oconee Street United Method-

ist, in Athens, Georgia, invited 

our director, Gideon Robi, to 

their April meeting. The group 

enjoyed traditional Kenyan 

dishes served in honor of 

Gideon. After dinner, Gideon 

gave a presentation explaining 

the vision of the Kenya Project. 

The UMW members were ea-

ger to share his information 

with others in the congregation. 

One member, Sharon Pendley, 

showed the DVD, Be a Hum-

mingbird (a childrenôs over-

view of the Kenya Project), to 

her Sunday School students. 

After watching the video, they 

decided to raise money for 

MPAôs milk fund. They were 

able to raise enough money to 

buy 100 gallons of milk for the 

Kenyan children.  

Oconee Street pastor, Lisa 

Caine, invited Gideon to preach 

at a Sunday morning worship 

service. At a luncheon after-

wards, Gideon presented a pro-

gram to the church about the 

exciting work we are doing in 

Kenya. In response to Gideonôs 

message, seven families from 

the congregation chose children 

to sponsor, and several mem-

bers hope to join one of our 

mission trips next summer.  

If you would like for your 

church or organization to learn 

more about the Kenya Project, 

please contact Gideon. If you 

would like to show the DVD, 

Be a Hummingbird, or host a 

Kenyan dinner, contact Liz 

Nichols at our office. She can 

send you a DVD and a list of 

delicious recipes. 

A Message from Gideon  

Bristol-Myers Squibb Matches Sponsorõs Contributions 

Athens UMW Hosts a Kenyan Dinner 
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Sandy holds a photo of 
Sarah, the child she sponsors 

Making a difference in the life 

of a child through sponsorship 

is noble, excellent, praisewor-

thy, and admirable as our verse 

says. Let me also take this op-

portunity to thank each one of 

you for your continued support 

of the Kenya Project. I wish 

you ñMerry Christmasò and 

ñHappy 2010.ò God bless. 

prayers, financial contributions, 

moral and spiritual support, 

going on mission trips, passing 

the word around about our 

workðhas seen us through the 

year that is about to end, by 

Godôs grace. We hope you will 

join us in helping our families 

in Kenya celebrate Christmas 

by buying a family food basket 

for $25. 

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, 

whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is admirableðif anything is 

excellent or praiseworthyðthink 

about such things.  

Philippians 4:8 

I  t has been a great year in so 

many ways that will have a 

positive effect on the work of 

the Kenya Project. Your part-

nership with usðthrough 

The New Childrenõs Home 
with the Roof Completed 

I  n 1992, my mother fulfilled 

a life-long dream to travel to 

Africa. I went along for the ride 

as her companion, not imagin-

ing how taken I would be with 

Africa and its people. Since 

then I have traveled to Africa 

two more times. Yes, the land 

was mesmerizing, the wildlife 

unforgettable, but at all times, it 

was the people who made that 

part of the world special.  

In 2005, I had an opportunity to 

give back. I learned about the 

Kenya Project through my 

church, Berkmar UMC, and I 

decided to sponsor a child, 

Sarah Thuku. I have received 

letters and updates from Sarah 

and hope to meet her soon. 

In 2008, my company, Bristol-

Myers Squibb, introduced a 

new giving program through 

the company. It allowed me to 

deduct a specific amount from 

my pay check each month with 

the company matching the 

amount, then donating that 

money to any non-profit or-

ganization of my choice. What 

a great way to give even more 

to the Kenya Project as Bristol-

Myers Squibb matches every 

dollar I donate.  

By Sandy Preas 

Ê Ê Ê 

If your company has a giving 

program similar to Bristol-

Myers Squibb, please consider 

setting up a monthly donation 

to Kenya Project, Inc. that your 

company can match. Thank 

you! 

Gideon Robi, 
Executive Director 

Some of the Sunday School 
children who raised money to 

buy milk 




